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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 4, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on July 24, 
2006 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claims 1,3-11, 13-15, 17-19, 21, and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,915,914 to Farrand in view of US Patent No. 
5,297,685 to Ramey. 

In regard to claim 1, Farrand shows a display and storage system 10 comprising 
a frame assembly comprising members 12, 15, 17, and 20, as well as panels 40, said 
frame assembly having internal housing sections 22, and rotating carousel racks 24 
mounted to the frame member, said carousel rack being capable of supporting a 
plurality of picture frame pieces (see FIGS. 1 and 2). 

In regard to claim 3, Farrand shows said display system further comprising a 
frame housing 12 and 17 having a plurality of internal open sections 22; a plurality of 
rotating carousel panel members 24 which rotate about a central axis extending from 
pivot support 14 (see FIG. 2) within said open sections 22 (see FIGS. 1 and 7). Farrand 
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further discloses fasteners for affixing display pieces to said carousel racks in the form 
of retaining baskets 36 (see FIG. 10). 

In regard to claim 4, Farrand discloses the system according to claim 3, further 
comprising said plurality of rotating carousel members comprising a general "x-shape" 
extending from their centers, as shown in the top view of Figure 7. 

In regard to claim 5, Farrand discloses a system comprising the limitations set 
forth above, including: the frame housing and internal open sections, the rotating 
carousel members having a general "x-shape" rotating about a central axis within said 
internal sections, and the retainer fastening means. Farrand further discloses additional 
planar wall or door surfaces 34 proximate to the rotating panel members and adapted to 
retain additional display items, said surfaces capable of removably affixing picture frame 
molds thereto via retaining baskets 36 (see FIG. 1). 

In regard to claim 6, Farrand further shows four rotating members in tandem (see 
FIG. 1). 

In regard to claim 7, Farrand further shows said rotating members comprising 
columns having x-shaped cross-sections (see FIG. 7) 

In regard to claim 8, Farrand further shows display items removably attached to 
the frame member, wherein said frame member is capable of removably securing 
picture frame pieces. 

In regard to claims 9, 13, and 17, Farrand shows the lower-left rotating member 
spaced equidistant from the upper-left rotating member and the lower-right rotating 
member (see FIG. 7). 
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In regard to claims 10, 14, and 18, Farrand shows a vertical panel 34 dividing two 
of the rotating members, said panel capable of supporting picture frame pieces (see 
FIG. 7). 

In regard to claims 11, 15, and 19, Farrand shows the upper central horizontal 
axes of each rotating member lying in the same plane (see FIG. 1). 

In regard to claims 21 and 22, said frame panel portions 40 and said rotating 
racks 24 form a substantially contiguous front wall, where access to the interior of the 
device is limited (see FIG. 8). 

Farrand discloses the device advanced above, wherein said device is capable 
and effective for storing a plurality of goods (see col. 1, In. 46); however, Farrand does 
not explicitly set forth said rack storing picture frame pieces. 

Ramey discloses a method and apparatus for displaying a plurality of articles, 
and in particular, "finished and unfinished mouldings, picture frames, windows, doors, 
lumber, and other related mill work" (see col. 1, In. 15-17) (see also FIG. 4). Ramey 
further discloses the desirability of displaying such materials in a customer friendly 
environment (see col. 2, In. 9-13). 

The Farrand and Ramey references are analogous art because they are from the 
same field of endeavor— retail display structures. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to store the picture frames and 
mouldings as disclosed by Farrand in the assembly as disclosed by Ramey. Farrand 
discloses the desirability of storing various goods, and the benefits of storing goods in 
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the disclosed device. For illustrative purposes, Farrand discloses said device as storing 
media goods; however, the illustrative example by no means limits the scope of the 
invention to storing only media materials, and the structure and operation of the device 
enables it to effectively store goods in general (see abstract, In. 1). Ramey discloses the 
desirability of displaying picture frames and mouldings so that a customer can locate 
and purchase such without the assistance of a salesperson (see col.1, In. 30-35). It 
follows that storing picture frames and mouldings on the device as disclosed by Farrand 
would be an obvious and successful use of said device that would arise from the fact 
that it is desirable to store picture frames in a customer-friendly retail setting, and that 
the Farrand device teaches a convenient and effective means of displaying goods in a 
retail setting. 

Claims 11, 15, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over '914 to Farrand in view of Ramey as applied to claims 1, 3, and 5 
above, and further in view of US Patent No. 518,390 to Bever. 

Farrand in view of Ramey discloses a system comprising all of the limitations of 
claims 1, 3, and 5, as set forth above, but does not disclose the central vertical 
rotational axes of each rotating member as lying in the same plane. Bever discloses a 
storage rack having a plurality of rotating members in groups of three, wherein each of 
the three rotating members comprises a central vertical rotational axis lying in the same 
plane as the other two central vertical rotational axes of the group (see FIG. 1). The 
Farrand and Bever references are analogous art because they are from the same field 
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of endeavor— rotating storage racks. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to dispose the rotating members as set forth by 
Farrand in the orientation as set forth by Bever. The motivation would have been to 
tailor the rack as set forth by Farand to various environments by enabling multiple 
configurations. 

Claims 2, 12, 16, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over '914 to Farrand in view of Ramey as applied to claims 1, 3, and 5 
above, and further in view of US Patent No. 6,070,741 to Bachman et al. 

Farrand in view of Ramey discloses a system comprising all of the limitations of 
claims 1, 3, and 5, as set forth above, but does not disclose hook-and-loop fasteners for 
retaining the display items on said rotating racks. Bachman et al. discloses a display 
rack comprising display items 15 attachable to said rack via hook-and-loop fasteners. 
Bachman et al. recite, "The visual materials 15 are preferably attached by attachments 
that include. ..hook-and-loop fabric (e.g., VELCRO™) attachments..." (See Column 3, 
Ln. 48-51). The Farrand and Bachman et al. references are analogous art because they 
are from the same field of endeavor— storage and display racks. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to replace the 
retaining baskets as disclosed by Farrand with the hook-and-loop fastening means as 
disclosed by Bachman et al. so as to allow the rack as set forth by Farrand to support 
and retain a display item, including a picture frame piece or mold as taught by Ramey. 
The motivation would have been to provide a less complicated means of attachment 
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that uses less material and therefore costs less money to produce. It is further noted 
that the use of hook-and-loop fasteners to hold display items to a display rack is obvious 
and well known in the art of display racks. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed July 24, 2006 have been fully considered but they are 
moot in view of the grounds of a new rejection. 

The Drawing Objections noted in the Office Action dated March 21, 2006 are 
hereby withdrawn. The Replacement Drawings filed July 24, 2006 are entered herein. 

The Claim Objections noted in the Office Action dated March 21, 2006 are 
hereby withdrawn. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jared W. Newton whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2952. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on (571) 272-6777. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/774,703 



Page 8 



Art Unit: 3634 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Jared W. Newton 
September 16, 2006 
JWN 




